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relating to his subject, both in print and in manuscript, but he has 
found them fragmentary ; and therefore his conclusions are more 
often tentative than positive, and the account he is able to give is, in 
many cases, meagre. But the book, though written without any of 
the ornaments of style, is worthy of high praise as an example of 
scientific thoroughness and caution. u j Osgood 

The Life of Charles Henry Davis, Rear-Admiral, 1807-1877. 
By his son, Captain Charles H. Davis, U. S. N. Boston and 
New York, Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1899. — 349 PP* 

The subject of this biography entered the navy as a midshipman 
in 1823, giving up his college Career in order to accept the appoint- 
ment. In those days the education of a naval officer was obtained 
at sea. The Naval Academy was not founded till 1845 > nor did the 
requirements of naval service seventy-five years ago necessitate an 
extensive scientific education, such as is demanded at the present 
time. After spending seventeen years almost constantly at sea, 
Davis went to Cambridge, Mass., and took his degree at Harvard. 
In April, 1842, he was appointed assistant on the Coast Survey, 
and seven years later he was placed in charge of the American 
Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac, which he founded. 

When the Civil War broke out, Commander Davis was summoned 
to duty in the Navy Department. Here he became the real execu- 
tive head of the Bureau of Detail, the duties of which embraced the 
assignment of officers, the appointment and instruction of volunteer 
officers, and the purchase of ships. He was, besides, secretary of a 
confidential board appointed to consider and make suggestions con- 
cerning the naval service generally; and also a member and secre- 
tary of a mixed commission on the conduct of operations on the 
Southern coast. 

In September, 1861, he was, however, detached from his depart- 
mental duties and appointed fleet captain and chief-of-staff of the 
South Atlantic blockading squadron, of which Du Pont was then 
commander. He was in the Port Royal expedition, bearing a leading 
part in all the operations. May 9, 1862, he relieved Flag Officer 
Foote in command of the United States naval forces in front of Fort 
Pillow, and on the next day, being attacked, defeated the Confeder- 
ate flotilla. Less than a month later he destroyed or captured all 
but one of the ships of the Confederate squadron at Memphis, thus 
completing the work begun by Farragut at New Orleans, in the 
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preceding April, of destroying the Confederate naval power on the 
Mississippi. He remained on the Mississippi till the following Sep- 
tember, when he assumed charge of the Bureau of Navigation in the 
Navy Department. At the close of the war he became superintend- 
ent of the Naval Observatory; and, during his two years' incumbency 
of the post, he published a well-known report on inter-oceanic rail- 
way and canal routes across the American Isthmus. 

It seems a singular fate that the concluding part of the life of this 
distinguished and gallant officer should have been disturbed by the 
unjust attacks of some of the participants in an incident which 
occurred in his last service at sea. I have heretofore discussed this 
incident with some care, though without special reference to the part 
played in it by individuals. 1 In 1867 Admiral Davis was appointed 
commander-in-chief of the Brazil station. As war was then flagrant 
between Paraguay and the Triple Alliance, whose forces were operating 
on the river Paraguay, one of his most important duties at the moment 
was to keep communication open with the United States legation at 
Asuncion. This duty he performed ; but he also incurred the ill-will 
of certain persons, who, in spite of the fact that two of the three were 
mere adventurers and one of these a British subject, as well as of the 
fact that the Admiral's course was approved by the Navy Depart- 
ment, instigated a Congressional investigation, by means of which 
they secured notoriety for their grievances. 

In Captain Davis's narration of this affair I observe only one 
inadvertence — namely, the statement that, when Admiral Davis 
approached Angostura in the Wasp, with the successor to Mr. Wash- 
burn as minister on board, the presence of the "newly appointed 
minister . . . was not proclaimed, nor was it known by either the 
Brazilians or Paraguayans until the affair was concluded by the 
navy." In Admiral Davis's first letter to President Lopez, Decem- 
ber 3, 1868, announcing his arrival in front of Angostura, it was 
stated, at the outset, that " his excellency General M. T. McMahon," 
the new " minister of the United States to the republic of Paraguay," 
was " on board " ; and this was followed by a certain demand, com- 
pliance with which was declared to be an " indispensable step " to 
the presentation of his credentials. 2 T ~ yjt ac . 

1 Political Science Quarterly, VII, 197-205 (June, 1892). 
a Dip. Cor. 1868, Part ii, p. 693. 



